
AUGUST 2022 NEWSLETTER

Diversity Training
We are encouraged by the way in which the teachers have embraced diversity and

inclusion.

The Diversity Training done with teachers in full service schools in the Western

Cape has resulted in teachers integrating the persona dolls into school activities.

The persona doll above is used in this school's theme for August during an

assembly addressing "Aanvaarding" / Acceptance.

The second phase of the Diversity Project in partnership with the Western Cape

Education Department has started and we are on the 200 mark of teachers trained

to date. The project has been well received by all full service schools and we are

encouraged by the enthusiasm shown by all schools participating in the project.

A PERSONA DOLL ADDRESSING CHILDREN IN A
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY



"Mostly we have tried to use
our dolls in teaching our kids
that being a bit different to
others is okay. Being a full
inclusive school we have kids
that look different, walk
different, are from different
cultures and races and have
different learning abilities.
Using our dolls helped our
kids to realise being different
is okay and that they can still
be friends. Our dolls also
helped our learners with
language barriers as the doll
understands their language
when they speak to the doll."

Teachers and schools have given very positive feedback on how they are using the

persona dolls to address difficult topics with learners and how well the learners have

responded to the dolls.

Here are some of the responses:

"The persona dolls have really helped our kids in seeing that
everyone is different."

"The kids love it when the dolls come to visit and we are
thinking of using them when having assembly as well. We have
given our kids time to talk to the dolls as well and maybe
getting something off their chest they don't want others to
know."
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"The persona dolls have been a very creative tool to use during
my lay counselling sessions with trauma learners at our
school. Most of the learners who have been exposed to trauma
at such a young age often don't comprehend how to process
these traumatic events. The Persona Dolls then acts as a play
therapy technique to allow the learner to share their story in a
helpful and comfortable manner."
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"The persona dolls have been a very resourceful tool at our 
school."

"The learners enjoy this technique during the session and you 
are able to witness the progress that the learner made due to 
this technique."

"I incorporate it with our value of the month. We are using our 
inclusive bears. August the focus is 'Acceptance and Physical 
Disability'. I used the persona doll in the wheelchair, because we 
have a learner with a wheelchair. Our school is wheelchair 
friendly. I did it at our assembly."

"Feedback received from teachers and learners in our school: 
totally positive feedback. Learners really believed that the doll 
can talk. There was a quietness in the hall. Some of the senior 
learners asked me when the dolls are coming again. The 
teachers were also interested in the story."
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"The students were very impressed with the presentation and
use of the doll and how it can be used in a classroom setting
with children of different ages and stages of development."

The combination of the Diversity training aimed at teachers and the Persona Doll

Training that aimed at children has proven that it is an improved approach to

inclusion. Teachers have gained from the Diversity training that allowed them to

reflect on their own understanding of inclusion, unpack their past experiences of

discrimination, racism and sexism. They have come to realise that it is important

to deal with their own past experiences of various forms of discrimination before

they can successfully help their learners.

The stand-alone Diversity programme is essential for all adults working with

children and young people.

A great deal of gratitude goes to our funder and the Western Cape Department of

Basic Education for their support to ensure the success of the project.

All other training organisations that would like to incorporate this programme

into their training or for their staff are welcome to contact us for more

information. 



Please contact Stacey Lamore for all information or doll orders.

www.pdt.org.za
Twitter: @TrainingDoll

Facebook: Persona Doll Training
Email: info@pdt.org.za


